first pediatric surgeon in the USA so honored. He developed a world-class training program and was a role model for his trainees. He selflessly served the University and the children of Indiana for more than 40 years. His tenure was marked by developing new clinical programs and research facilities, including one of the largest transplant programs in the country, the center for surgical technology, providing high-quality clinical care and significantly growing the Department of Surgery from 22 to 70 faculty members. He was a member of the AOA.
Dr. Jay Lazar Grosfeld was born in New York
As staggering as these many accomplishments may be, it is equally important to look beyond the accolades of this great man. A simple listing of professional accomplishments is not adequate to convey his true strength of character.
Many have commented over the years on how they cannot fathom where he found so much energy to accomplish what he did for his profession. His life is even more noteworthy when one realizes that he only devoted a portion of his energy to his profession, the remainder being spent developing deeply personal relationships, especially with his family. These strong bonds sustained him through many challenges and brought him incredible joy. My father in law's greatest legacy was his family. He was happily married to his devoted wife Margie for 54 years and together they set a standard for a successful and close family life. He remains a source of strength and inspiration for his wife Margie; sister Claire Zucker; children, Alicia (Bruce) Thorne, Dalia (Jean-Philippe) Maheu, Janice (Martin) Kaefer, Jeffrey (Deborah) Grosfeld, and Mark Grosfeld; and his 17 grandchildren.
I personally was blessed to know this man in his many facets. He was the mentor I needed. As his student I found him to be a demanding teacher. Some may have even felt that he occasionally set the bar of expectation higher than one could reach. One thing is true, regardless of how much he asked of you, he always acted out of intent for improvement and inclusion. He was an example of excellence. You knew what to expect from Jay Grosfeld. He was fair and consistent.
I deeply admired the man. He was an example to my children that reinforced every positive value that you hope to pass on to the next generation. He was uncompromising in his integrity. He was funny and full of humor. I speak for many when I say that we will dearly miss his friendship and counsel.
